
Following an affinity for adverse 
recreational standards, I set out 
in search of what truly defines the 
area from a recreational standpoint 
and found myself on the edge of a 
man-made lake beside a local sport 
fisherman. Although a language barrier 
kept the fish stories in the tackle box, 
simply observing his technique and 
the surrounding landscape was as rich 
as would be participating. Although 
the lake provides ample recreational 
options, my focus has been through the 
lens of the fishermen.

The Maarsseveense Lake was dug out of necessity for sand as a base to expand the city and in turn was transformed into a 
expansive water system that fosters interaction through a variety of recreational mediums.  Bikers, joggers, and even horse-
back riders loop the lake on a series of paths atop dikes while the rest of the site provides opportunities for swimming, diving, 
wind-surfing, sailing, playgrounds, etc.  A fishermen  myself, I chose to dissect a local sport fishermen’s tactics as a way to 
gain information not only about fishing here, but also about the area and the site overall.

50m in depth

RECREATE-ing NATURE

Sand for the city, water for the people.

spencer bauer



The target of the outing was carp, a fish 
considered a nuisance in the states, but has 
the ability to grow to immense size which is why 
it is considered a sporting fish. The bait was a 
homemade concoction that my nose wanted 
nothing to do with. 
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The fisherman actually used a remote 
control boat instead of casting to get his 
bait to specific points on the lake. He also 
employed high tech gear to alert him when 
line started to get pulled out. Fish on!

   

remote controlled delivery   



In it for the long haul, the man had set up 
camp for the night composed of a full size tent, 
propane fired grill, and necessary sleeping 
arrangements. Camping here is only allowed 
with a valid permit, but appeared to be quite a 
rewarding experience.



a formal intersection of urban | wild.



A brand new natural playground lies inside Park Voorveldse 
Polder, which is on the east end of Utrecht. Coming upon 
this unique playspace was quite a treat, and the design 
elements certainly brought me back to my childhood. 
I am interested in spaces that are multi-functional and 
sustainable, as well as those that encourage human health. 
This playground uses natural materials in a creative way to 
inspire children (and adults!) to play and explore, an asset to 
mental and physical health.

Small canals wander through the park, and the presence of 
water is evident from each programmed space, including this 
play area. The playground’s sandy surface reminded me of 
the Netherlands’ “sandbox” landscape -- one that is shaped 
by and for water. Walking paths surround a triangular sandy 
area that composes the main playground, but elements 
of play are found on the edges over grassy areas as well. 
Wood carved into playful serpentine sculptures are mixed 
in with climbing logs and ropes. The spatial boundaries are 
subtle, but clear. Picnic tables and climbable downed trees 
are sprinkled at the site’s edges.

The playground is at a crossing between walking and biking 
paths, a well-utilized tennis court, and a “campground” that 
appeared to be more of a long-term residential community 
surrounded by a canal.

This was my first experience in a natural playground and it 
was quite inspiring and engaging. The pieces are elegant 
and beautiful while simultaneously durable and inviting 
to visitors. The space sparked my interest in this niche of 
landscape architecture and I am eager to learn and see 
more spaces like the Voorveldse Polder park.

I visited this playground in the midst of a visit to other spaces 
in Voorveldse Polder park as well as Park Bloeyendael 
with Grace Larson and Rachel Kerber. While visiting Park 
Bloeyendael, we stopped and initiated a conversation with 
a local resident playing fetch with his 4-year old dog. We 
learned he visits the park regularly to play with and train his 
dog. The naturalistic setting near a canal was the perfect 
spot for dogs to run, swim, and enjoy the outdoors.

BURAND | 16 MAR 2014

PARK VOORVELDSE POLDER
UTRECHT, NL



edge elements

main playground area

carved 
wood





soft wood + sand 
composition, enclosed 

by grass with a grove 
of trees



at the edge: a downed 
tree carved and 
smoothed makes for a 
structure to climb, play, 
or sit upon 



As I walked around I found the Utrecht 
University Museum and its Botanical 
garden, is a small place with a very inter-
esting relation with the residential hous-
es that are adjacent to it. I was always 
interested in how we can create interest-
ing spaces in places that have restricted 
space and how to make it work with the 
community. The botanical garden has 
the museum on one side but residential 
houses on the other, as you enter the 
space you don’t notice that it is actually 
connected to the houses. The vegetation 
is strategically located to block the view 
of what you don’t want to see, and only as 
you walk more into the space is that you 
notice them. Also, as every Dutch design, 
water is a main element of the layout, it 
has 3 different ponds that guide the paths 
around the site and provide habitat for 
small species. It also helps identify the 3 
different spaces around the green house.

As this is part of a museum, inside of the green house was an interesting table with sand and a constant stream of water that allows people to learn how 
water changes the delta with its movement. As we have been learning of dikes, I changed a little the purpose of the table and created a dike, and as the 
water started to overflow I was able to see how the pressure of the water breaks the wall of sand and carves its way pass it with great force. Also, in the 
greenhouse are some tables to rest and admire the vegetation, here I started a small conversation with a guy that was working on his computer. He told 
me he likes to work in there because of the calming atmosphere and warmer temperature compare to the outside. Also that in a couple of months the 
outside garden will be even more stunning by the flower blooming and the 250 year old ginkgo tree filling up with leafs.      

Utrecht University Museum and Botanical Garden
Personal Inquiry - Karen Criales 



Sketch of the garden’s layout



Water as the center piece of the design

Harmony between nature and structure 



Intimate spaces

Frame the path with 
vegetation, allowing 
the sun to create pat-
terns in the ground

Feeling of compres-
sion and release as you 
move  



We try to control water with our designs 

Water �nds the smallest weakness and takes 
advantage of it 

As it gathers strength, nothing can stop it un-
til the pressure is gone

It carves the land as it moves through it 



�e feeling of being lost can be extremely disorienting. �ere 
is a feeling comfort and pride in knowing where one is located. 
In Europe this feeling seems to be ampli�ed. For me it is due 
to the layouts of the streets. As I walk down the road I have to 
force myself to forget about the rigid structure of interlocking 
streets that I am used to. I must learn to untangle what seems to 
be a knot in order to straighten out the string in my mind. �ese 
were the thoughts running through my head as I walked to the 
Centraal Museum in Utrecht

As I walked down the street I was following the canal, so I 
decided to focus on that aspect of the walk. As I did this, my head 
aligned with my surroundings. �e canal lead me to the short 
right turn that I needed to take. It helped me deconstruct the 
mess that was going on in my head and it gave me directions to 
follow. I knew in fact that there was another canal on Ouderacht 
to the West and that I was essentially walking through a rectangle 
bordered by water to my destination. If I can stay within this 
rectangle, I know where I am. 

�is deconstruction of space helped me �gure out my location 
and what I was surrounded by. I then understood more about 
what I was seeing on my map and how it is aligned with what 
I was seeing in physical reality. �is deconstruction of space 
physically and digitally was similar to the ways that I have 
deconstructed an art piece in a museum to try and gain my own 
understanding of the work. 

For this personal inquiry assignment I wanted to take what I 
saw inside a surreal world of art and bring it to the real life of 
the canal in order to emphasize the importance of water as a 
navigation tool, and as a serious amenity throughout Utrecht. I’ve 
done this digitally as well as through hand drawing in order to 
show how di�erent mediums can aid someone in understanding 
the representation of di�erent ideas as well as the sensual data 
that can be recorded around a city. 

MAPPING THE SURREAL



Hoos and Carel Blotkamp created large canvases 
covered in aligned sequence to make intriguing 
shape. When one stands back from their pieces a 
clear image appears. It is de�nitely a piece which 
stands out from the others. I used it here to express 
the shine of the canal, and the draw that bright colors 
create. �e canal runs by while people watch the 
water �ow, and tour boats cruise through.

SEQUENCE



SHAPES AND LINES
�e canal creates a way �nding pattern through 
lines and shapes by de�ning edges. On the way to 
the museum from the hostel the canal is a formal 
line. Between the two canals one �nds themselves 
within a rectangle of orientation. It is pleasantly 
straightforward yet riddled with meaning, like Gerrit 
Rietveld’s Blue Arm Chair.  



�e canal is a perfect place for walking and sitting. 
People may not swim in it, but they can dream 
about it. Here these �nely dressed mannequins, 
representing the people of Utrecht, are enjoying their 
day while waling through a city that seems to put 
everything, even its people on display. 

A SPECTACLE



�is is the actual map, a simple dot, pin, and streets. 
It can lead the way, but guiding one’s self through 
space in an artistic interpretation can heighten 
awareness levels. It was interesting to think of the 
canal di�erently on the walk home. Not only as a 
blue splotch with which to follow but a tool that 
would straighten out the streets in my mind creating 
patterns with which I could follow. I could see myself 
on many levels and many di�erent scales, in shapes, 
and in time.  

THE REALTHE REAL



 
 
Nancy Ferber  
March 16, 2014 

 
“For me, childhood roaming was what developed self-reliance, a sense of direction and adventure, imagination, a will to explore, to 

be able to get a little lost and then figure out the way back.” 
! Rebecca Solnit, A Field Guide to Getting Lost 

 
In day-to-day life as a student, I don’t get the chance to get lost very 
often. Academically, I have prescribed readings and theory to follow, 
and physically, to save time I stick to the quickest routes to get to 
classrooms and offices. Often, I do wish I had the chance to get a bit 
lost; because after the initial frustration and unease, there is 
something satisfying about picking your way home, or finding a 
destination. 
 
Kevin Lynch coined the term “wayfinding.” We’ve heard this 
referenced a few time on our trip and I noticed on a weekend jaunt to 
Amsterdam that I subconsciously was using his five categories to 
help orient myself while exploring the city. 
 
At a cafe near the Anne Frank house, I spoke with a woman, Lara, 
who was also traveling solo for the day. She was from Basel, 
Switzerland and it was also her first time in the city. I asked what she 
thought about it, and in broken English after some thinking, she said 
“romantic.” It isn’t the first word I’d use to describe the city. 
“Structured” comes to mind; major streets either parallel or cross 
canals, and the sidewalks are thick with tourists and bike traffic. 
Structure and constructed, or planned landscapes are defining 
characteristic of the Netherlands. Romantic or not, they are part of 
what define and identify the spaces and places here.

March 16, 2014
Nancy Ferber
March 16, 2014

WAYFINDING IN AMSTERDAM 
USING COMMON ELEMENTS FOR SPATIAL PROBLEM FINDING 

LANDMARKS 
IDENTIFIABLE OBJECTS-REFERENCE POINTS 



SMALL LOCAL STREETS: PATHS OFF 
THE MAIN TRAM LINE 

PATHS: 
CHANNELS WHERE WE TRAVEL 

LIGHTING 
FEATURES 



EDGES: 
PERCEIVED BOUNDARIES (E.G. WALLS, BUILDINGS) 

STAIR & DOORS 
SET BACKS 
DELINATE 
PUBLIC/PRIVATE 
BOUNDARIES 



  DISTRICTS: 
CITY SECTIONS DISTINGUISHED BY A CHARACTERISTIC 

 

SIGNAGE DEPICTS AREA IDENTITY: 
NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERED ON THE 
RIVER 



 
NODES: 

INTERSECTIONS & FOCAL POINTS 

 

STREET FURNITURE: A FOCAL POINT 
IN A PUBLIC PLAZA (NODE 



Rembrandt Park
Amsterdam, NL.

For my personal inquiry project I walked the length of Rembrandt park, on the west side of Amsterdam. It featured a very different canal-scape 
than I have witnessed thus far, as everything was far larger in scale- the canal, the buildings, the green space. The park runs through a residential 
high rise area and meets a train line. Open, unprogrammed, almost “wild space” could be seem between buildings. There were several bike routes 
and connections, on both sides of the park, crossing the canal, and leading to the train rail. It seemed a popular place to fish, walk your dog, or bike 
through. Pockets of untamed vegetation created habitat, and I found a waterfowl nest among the reeds. I can’t say this experience was technically 
inspiring as a designer, but it was informative of alternative scale and design possibilities, and it reminded me of how many animals will create their 
own habitats if given the freedom and space to do so. Over all, the water acted the same way in this canal as it does in its smaller, more historic 
sister neighborhoods- it creates a path for people to follow,  as well as recreational  and gathering opportunities. Given the scale and less aggressive 
management, this park seemed a very successful habitat zone for birds and beyond. 



A section of the canal. Note the untamed areas v. the moved areas.



Mix of grasses, trees, 
woody veg and perrenials

The wooded area between the residential area and the canal was of particular interest to me. Was it there as a buffer, or habitat? Its 
scale and inaccessibility makes me think it acts as a buffer, as it doesn’t seem substantial enough to provide much habitat, and there 
was no formal access to make it a recreational feature. 

Canal

Asphalt path

Wooded area between
residential  buildings 
and park



Bike/ ped path

To Downtown AmsterdamTo Lelylaan train station

Bikers of all ages and levels were seen using the trails. 



An example of prime bird habitat areas discovered in the park. The canals edge becomes less formal at this side canal. 

Habitat

In-formal/ softened edge

Train tracks



Recreatiecentrum Maarsseveense Plassen

by: ALEX HILL

EXPLORING THE FRINGE
URBAN | RURAL GRADIENT



URBAN | RURAL GRADIENT

Although I have a great variety of interests as a landscape architecture student one aspect of planning and spatial constructs are those of cultural 
landscapes and the gradient from urban to rural. As an individual that grew up in a predominantly agrarian society, the way in which rural lands and 
parks are created and laid-out are of particular interest to me. I chose to ride a bike to get to the urban edge to get a fully experience of how it feels 
to commute as a Dutch citizen as well as experience the both the vertical and horizontal scale of this place. The pink line represents my travel path 
that started at the Strowis Hotel, took me to my initial destination of the Recreatiecentrum Maarsseveense Plassen, through the Dutch countryside 
and back again. The bike infrastructure in this country expansive and interconnected beyond belief.



URBAN | RURAL GRADIENT

There is a stark contrast between the urban to rural gradient when comparing the USA with the Netherlands. The four-lane highways (or freeways) 
in the Netherlands provide a clear demarcation between urban and rural with each development typology immediately adjacent to one another on 
either side of the beltway. This abrupt change in landscape development is in sharp contrast to that of the United States, where one will experience 
a much larger gradient of development density, typologies, and programming from city center to suburban fringe. Although there are neighborhoods 
in the Netherlands that could be classified as “suburban” the character and feeling is much different than that found in the United States.   



40 meters deep

WATER & RECREATION | LIVING ON THE EDGE

Originally started in the 1960’s as a sand mine for exploiting the natural resources of the area to help build the city of Utrecht, the Recreatiecentrum 
Maarsseveense Plassen has become a recreational park that exists on the fringe of urban and rural development. This place represents the ethos 
of Dutch spatial planning, and that is taking an issue or negative aspect within the landscape and turning it into an opportunity. One local man I 
spoke to said that the artificial lake is 30-40 meters deep in the center and has both a bus and a hut for people to explore while scuba diving.
The Recreatiecentrum Maarsseveense Plassen is deceptively small but has ample programming to attract both tourists and locals. Beaches are 
located on the north side of the beach to take advantage of southerly solar access. A very friendly local named Edmee said that area is extremely 
busy during the summer as it attracts local urbanites and tourists alike. However, she said that due to interruption from tourists, the residents of the 
area immediately adjacent to the park prefer to stay on the south side of the lake, as it is more peaceful. There are multiple stop-off points along 
the 5km bike trail that circumvents the lake with spaces that are flexibly programmed for both active recreation such as fishing and swimming, as 
well as more passive activities such as sunbathing and photography. The users of the space were mostly locals that were out walking their dogs 
around the path system.



The layout of agricultural plots in the Netherlands is much different than that of America. Although each takes on a rectilinear form vocabulary the 
Dutch plots are much smaller than those in America. The scale is one of the attributes that differ greatly, as in the Netherlands each section or plot 
is about 25 hectares (or 62 acres), while the sections in the USA are 640 acres. Water is central to agriculture as both overabundance and lack of 
water can significant impacts on the productivity of croplands. The Dutch deal with water much differently and it is explicitly marked in the landscape; 
rather than being subdivided by section lines (which take on the form of section roads and larger county highways in the USA) the Dutch draw lines 
with water, utilizing small canals that provide a way to drain water from the land. This method is not only in contrast to the physical subdivisions but 
the way in which water is managed between each country.  

SURFACE LINES | DRAWING BOUNDARIES WITH WATER



City Colors

On a party cloudy Saturday, I explored the Utrecht city center. There is a canal running through the city center. It was glistening under sun-
shine. In that nice afternoon, I had an approximate feeling about people’s living styles in Utrecht. The city center is beautiful. The colors of 
bikes, residents, travellers, bridges, buildings, arts and most important, the canal combined together and formed a colorful picture. These 
colors are unique to the city. Hundreds of bikes were placed along the canal. Some cute little arts were hanged on railings along the canal. 
Residents and tourists were walking leisurely and were sloping around the stores along the canal. Trees, lawns and old style bridges put the 
finishing touch of colorful city picture. 

I talked to a young man working in a perfume store on the side of the canal. He was born in this city. He said the canal is part of people’s lives 
in Utrecht. He never thought about why it was there. He feels like the canal belongs to the city. He can always find the way back home through 
walking along the canal. 

I know the Utrecht city center was well designed. I can feel the happiness flows in the air. 









BINGQIN HUANG



This play pond is located in the Park Voorveldse Polder near the 
the park is heavily programed and is for the people living around 
the borders. When I was learning how to pronounce the name 
of the play pond from one of the Strowis Hostel employees, he 
told me that it is his favorite park. He also classified it as a small 
park, so far in my experience it is one of the bigger green spaces 
I have seen in Utrecht (but I still have lots more to explore). He 
also asked how I found the park because he said it is kind of 
tucked away and not many tourists go there.

The play pond at Voorveldse Polder. Currently the pond is being 
rehabilitated. It appears that the Speelvijer and the surrounding 
area have been dredged, or re graded with fresh dirt and 
large tire tracks all around. The pond itself is receiving a fresh 
retaining wall of wooden spikes, reminiscent of the canal edge 
reinforcements seen during the polder tour. 

The view of the ‘lazy river’ 
chanel. The play pond is filled 
with ground water that travels 

down a winding brick river

Wooden spikes stacke near pond, 
about 6’ long and a 6” diameter

Clay, sand and bricks found near 
the edge of the excavated pond. Rachel Kerber



Rachel KerberFabric for water seal

Wooden spike for erroision 
protection

Fill of clay and sand



Rachel Kerber



The water is at the center of this design. It is nice to see water 
being managed for peoples pleasure. I have been hearing a lot 
about how the Dutch are controlling the water to get it away  
from them and are fighting the water. At the play pond they are 
enjoying the water. While at the Speelvijer, there was a man 
using a pumping machine, for about 10 minutes, to pump water 
out of the pond and into the surrounding canal, I am assuming it 
is for the maintenance of the work site on  an off day.

The pond is fed with ground water and is filled by a brick ‘lazy 
river’ from above. This play pond is 0.8m deep according to the 
website. It also has a sandy beach area for access.

Rachel Kerber



View from the top of the lazy river

Water Spout

410’ of brick river

Rachel Kerber



I went to visit Park Voorvelds Polder and Park Bloeyendael, two nature preserve/park on the eastern edge of 
Utrecht. A�er having been a defense fort, an area for lepers, an estate, and a land�ll, I was interested in seeing 
how the Dutch transformed this landscape once again into a large recreational complex and natural area. I am 
getting more familiar with the Dutch/European concept of nature, which I have discovered is very di�erent from 
the American preservationist ideals that I grew up with.

Park Voorvelds Polder had more of a focus on outdoor recreation, while Park Bloeyendael emphasized ecology 
with its a restored natural area. In these parks, water plays a recreational role in this park, whether it is active 
(swimming areas) or passive (benches overlooking serene canals). A man and his dog enjoyed the easy access to 
the water as we walked through Bloeyendael park. He said it was a favorite spot for his Nova Scotia Duck Tolling 
Retriever, a water loving breed, to “hunt tennis balls” in the cattail-edged canal. �e water in these parks also 
helped de�ne the area spatially, as well as structure the programming by physically separating the di�erent areas.  
�is was especially apparent at Park Voorvelds Polder, where canals enclosed the camping area, the tennis courts, 
the swimming pond, and the fort.

�ese parks strong embodiment of “new nature,” and what stood out to me was the freedom these ideals grant 
designers. �e city wanted a swimming pond, so they dug out the land and created a pond themselves. Boom, 
instant “nature” with a shovel and a backhoe. I know almost nothing about Dutch development policy, but it 
seems like the new nature approach grants them a level of freedom that we do not have in the United States. 
Many projects that we’ve seen so far in the Netherlands would have been delayed and scrutinized at home with 
environmental regulations, impact assessments, and zoning restrictions.

Personal Inquiry Assignment
Grace Larson

Construction for the new swimming area in Park Voorveldse Polder.



A view of the narrow walking trails cutting across the topography, with groves of trees in the background.



�e Boeyendael informational building with bee-keeping demonstrations and marsh.



A plan showing how water is used to separate the programming at Park Voorveldse Polder



A view of the camping area in Park Voorveldse Polder, the canal, and the walking paths.



Recreatiecentrum Maarsseveense Plassen: A Dutch Recreational Waterscape

Joseph John Nowak

A Personal Inquiry

3.16.14

Having been increasingly interested in landscape as recreation as well as intersections between public health and our surrounding manufactured 
outdoor spaces; I set out to investigate how the Dutch approach these same issues. Looking at a map of the province of Utrecht, there is one 
particularly large, rectangular body of water just outside of the city limits. With this place as our target, and bikes rented for the day, we headed 
north. This body of water is known as the Great Lake and lays at the heart of the ‘Recreatiecentrum Maarsseveense Plassen’ or in English, just 
simply the Recreational Lakes of Maarsseveense. The Great Lake reaches depths of up to 30 - 40 meters in the center and is approximately 2000 
meters by 500 meters. It is the product of sand mining from the 1960s when the city was expanding and needed more sand for development and 
land reclamation. Much of the sand taken from the hole that would become the Great Lake went into creating the Overvecht district of northern 
Utrecht. While it is clear that the original purpose of this place was driven by construction needs, the priority for this space now is on creating and 
maintaining a high quality of recreational opportunities. It remains very basic in aesthetics, yet upon conversing with several locals, it seems to be 
incredibly functional and successful. Even on a chilly, overcast day such as the one we visited it on, there were many people walking their dogs, 
jogging, and even a few fishermen. While not glamorous in any way, it certainly made an impact on me by virtue of its simplicity and functionality.



users + uses

canoe

kayak

scuba

swim

fish

jog

observe

walk

dogs

bike



on + around + in

 (water)

the spaces around the great 
lake are just as important 
to the place’s offerings as 
the opporunities ON and 
IN the water. the path seen 
to the left runs the entire 
perimeter of the great lake 
and while very straight in 
some sections, it has many 
turn-offs for experiences 
closer to the water’s edge. 
there are also several 
grassy clearings between 
the path and the water to 
provide space for picnics, 
sunbathing, and entry points 
for swimmers. 



It was very fortunate that 
we were able to speak with 
several people who lived in 
the neighborhoods bordering 
the Great Lake. One woman 
described to us the story of how 
her husband made the raft (seen 
to the left) to act as a ferry so 
that they could walk their dog by 
the water and take their children 
to the Great Lake. Because of 
the canal separating their house 
from the park, they would have 
had to drive all the way around to 
the entrance to access the park’s 
opportunities. I also spoke with 
a man who lived on the opposite 
side of the park and was 
walking his dog. He described 
how busy this place was in the 
summer and how it was popular 
with tourists and locals alike, 
but it was very clear that he 
considered it a neighborhood 
park and that he personally 
identified with the place. Having 
these two conversations gave me 
a much deeper understanding 
of the park’s importance to the 
people living closest to it and 
how they adapted it to meet their 
own needs. While adaptations 
such as the raft/ferry are not 
specifically allowed, they are 
overlooked because the local 
governing bodies recognize the 
importance of such spaces to 
the surrounding communities. 
Both of the people I spoke to 
have an enormous sense of 
pride regarding their Great Lake.



Beyond Humans....

j.nowak_2014

Through this exploration it has hopefully been demonstrated how important this place is for recreational purposes, but as 
one of the largest bodies of water in the area directly outside of Utrecht, it is a habitat of significance for non-human species 
as well. Many birds migrating through the region land on the Great Lake and feed at it’s edges such as Nile Geese and the 
Swans seen below. Other bird species found here include the reed warbler, the grebe, and the marsh tit (which resembles a 
chickadee). Since the Great Lake and the rest of the Recreatiecentrum Maarsseveense Plassen is so accessible for people 
from Utrecht, it provides a great opportunity to get out of the city - for humans and birds alike.  



The zocherpark system caught my attention because of my interest of parks in dense infrastructure areas. I believe that the ne-
cessity for greenspace increases as the amount of people living in one location increases.  This park helps the investigation of how 
greenspace benefits the citizens, how to plan it within an urban space, and how to create different moments along a continuous linear 
park. 
 The entire system is based around water in the form of the outer canal. Trails trace this man-made river on one side, and some-
times both sides for visitors to use for walking, running, biking, walking pets, and a number of other activities listed later in this report.  It 
can be used for a leisurely couple of hours or to get from one place in Utrecht to another. Without the highest hierarchy of water, this 
place would still be a green spine through the city, but would lack reflective and historical value. 

 Previously functioning as a security measure for Utrecht, the canal outlines the oldest part of the city. Amenities surrounding the 
canal on the newer side include single family homes, apartments, schools, small businesses, offices, religious buildings, and public 
transportation stops. The variety of uses gives the canal and greenway more accessibility than if it was only surrounded by mansions.

 Construction has begun at the end and beginning to connect them once again. It will once again be a continuous loop. In years 
past, it was filled in to gain space for infrastructure. The process of redigging the canal speaks to the love of the current park.

Zocherpark 
Ponath



On-site sketch of relationships between water, 
pedestrian path, bike path, and grade changes



current trail around the 
outer canal

‘Old City of Utrecht within 
the canal

‘New City’ of Utrecht

“I use this park to escape the city and crowds.”
“My favorite part is being surrounded by 
trees in the summer.”

“I come here to exercise and play with my dog.”

“I love running here with views of the wa-
ter and city in the background.”



Other Activities:

Running
Sitting on Benches
Sitting on Grass
Having a Picnic
Exercising with Pets
Track Team Practices

Biking Walking Boating



Construction has begun to re-
connect the ends of the canal. It 
was filled in, but now support has 
caused construction to form the 
once continuous loop of water.



I set off on a personal inquiry journey today. I had been intrigued by a large building located 
on the way to the train station. In large letters on the façade (of course, facing the canal) were 
the words “De Planet”. Some rudimentary internet searching led me to the HKU, an art school 
with a few campus buildings around the city. I wandered over to the building, hoping to find 
something interesting. Perhaps on a non-Zonderdag this place is alive. However, today it was 
empty. Signs of life were visible; I could tell that this was a school that was heavily immersed 
within the urban fabric of street and commerce life. An elevator from the street took you past 
bright stores up to the third level (2e) where the school was located. Large windows faced 
the street, and had I been able to enter the school (during the week), I would have confirmed 
that the classrooms and studios all face the canal, with an interesting view down onto multiple 
levels of street life happening simultaneously. 
I quickly left this place, and began to do what comes naturally to me, while in a city: wander. 
One of my favorite activities, I find that this is one of the best ways to get to know a place. 
Setting aside time to go out, alone, and without agenda or expectations allows one to discover 
some of the richness of a city. Generally, I find that this richness exists in the small, artistic 
details that can be found along the way. These are elements that have been place in the 
public realm, by individuals, as they shape their surroundings and provide communication 
about something/anything. I think of this as some sort of form of guerrilla stewardship.  Gener-
ally, these elements are found as objects, while the spatial qualities of the space are defined 
by the movement of people, and the infrastructure of the city. Artistic elements are not just 
the icing on the cake, but they are the way that a place is recognizable and made to feel 
comfortable and ‘lived-in’. 
I kept wandering down the canal, decided to look for an art gallery that I’d heard of and turned 
down a side street. A few turns later, I came upon a very interesting building. The back half 
was obviously renovated, with galvanized pipes and a faux façade of (probably) the original 
stonework hanging from a vertical structure pulled away from the primary structure. The piping 
was an elaborate, artistic, rube-goldberg-like tribute to rainwater and it’s path from the roof of 
the building down sculptural pipes and into three terraces of ‘canals’. I asked a nearby family, 
picnicking in the square, what the purpose of the building was. They replied “It’s the City Hall. 
Walk around to the front and you will see.” Of course, I did this, and the ‘front’ of the building 
was quite stately, indicating a public governmental building. Around the entire structure were 
overlapping plazas, and people everywhere. 
Perhaps I was the only one, today, to be impressed by the city-provided shrine to stormwater 
conveyance. Upon further exploration, a bicycle storage facility was located underground, 
along with a number of other facilities open to the public. An public art gallery was located on 
the second floor, and designed seating was located at the edges of the outdoor space. These 
small touches, added together around the exterior of the building, gave hint that even at the 
highest levels of decision-making in the city of Utrecht, there is a high degree of thoughtfulness 
given to the public, in the form of education and art. As a designer, I took note of this. Often-
times, the first items to be cut from a project budget are the ‘extras’. However, if done well, 
these are what make a space accessible and humane. 
On a similar note, I had an interesting conversation at the pharmacy this weekend. Since I have 
lost my voice, this seemed like one of the only places to engage in meaningful conversation 
without completely confusing a stranger. I walked in, looking for cough syrup, and was directed 
towards a young woman, with two-toned hair. We spoke for awhile about the symptoms that I 
was having, and she was able to point out a number of options for over-the-counter medication. 
We then had a conversation about health care in the Netherlands, and some of the differences 
between the US and Dutch systems. I was completely impressed by her level of competency 
and openness about what works and what doesn’t, considering that she is a part of this system. 
In the end, she said “In the Netherlands, we care about people’s well-being. We want everyone 
to be healthy, so we do what we can.” 

TAKING CARE  jody rader



A study of the circulation and topography around the city hall building. A variety of paths bring people through this space. An opportunity to descend down to the canal exists here, while the ground plane rises to go 
over the water. This is a medium-scaled compressed area, with open spaces on either end of this corridor. 



Here, a number of views show the overlapping public plaza areas, denoted by changes in paving. The irregularity of the ground edges create a sense of excitement and give character to these 
‘in-between’ spaces. 



The front of the city hall is somewhat stark, compared to the back-side. Still, there is ample space for public interaction, and views from one canal to another. 



Playful detailing on the renovated facade of the city hall. New elements demonstrate the 
path of water and replicate a series of terraced canals. Masonry work from the original 
facade of the building were integrated into the new facade to reference the past. 



Waterfront system in Utrecht

Hang Su

1, Waterfront as urban recreational system
- Connection of daily life and social activities
- Multiple use of waterfront spaces
- Commute path

2, Waterfront as water management
- Man-made water margins
- Erosion control 

3,  Bank renovation process
-  Protection of human use
- Water speed control






















